Playground Risk Assessment
Comprehensive evaluation of playground hazards and control measures
Low Risk (1-3)
Medium Risk (4-8)
High Risk (9-14)
Extreme Risk (15-25)
	Hazard
	Risk
	Individuals at Risk
	L
	S
	R
	Control Measures
	L
	S
	R

	Slippery surfaces (rain, water spills)
	Falls, fractures, injuries
	Students, staff
	4
	3
	12
	· Use non-slip flooring materials
· Regular cleaning and maintenance
· Place warning signs for wet areas
· Ensure proper drainage
· Inspect playground after rain
· Encourage proper footwear
· Restrict play in hazardous areas
	2
	2
	4

	Uneven ground and trip hazards
	Sprains, twisted ankles, trips
	Students, staff
	4
	3
	12
	· Conduct regular ground maintenance
· Mark uneven surfaces
· Repair cracks and potholes
· Train students on safe running areas
· Place barriers around hazardous zones
· Encourage safe play
· Supervise playground activities
	2
	2
	4

	Faulty playground equipment
	Cuts, bruises, serious injuries
	Students, staff
	5
	5
	25
	· Inspect equipment regularly
· Repair or remove faulty equipment
· Ensure soft landing surfaces
· Train students on safe equipment use
· Limit access to high-risk areas
· Use age-appropriate equipment
· Install warning signs
	2
	2
	4

	Overcrowding
	Increased accident risk
	Students
	3
	3
	9
	· Limit number of students per session
· Organize activities to reduce congestion
· Monitor high-traffic areas
· Supervise playground use
· Arrange designated play zones
· Train staff on crowd management
· Encourage structured playtime
	2
	2
	4

	Lack of supervision
	Higher chances of injuries and conflicts
	Students
	4
	4
	16
	· Ensure adequate staff supervision
· Implement playground duty schedules
· Train staff on emergency response
· Encourage students to follow rules
· Use whistles for quick alerts
· Place supervisors at key locations
· Have a reporting system for concerns
	2
	2
	4

	Extreme weather exposure (heat, cold, storms)
	Heatstroke, hypothermia, discomfort
	Students, staff
	4
	5
	20
	· Provide shaded areas
· Allow water breaks
· Schedule playtime based on weather conditions
· Encourage sunscreen use
· Monitor weather alerts
· Train staff on weather-related risks
· Restrict play during extreme conditions
	2
	2
	4

	Collisions (students running into each other)
	Bruises, concussions
	Students
	3
	3
	9
	· Organize structured play activities
· Set rules for running areas
· Train students on playground etiquette
· Supervise high-traffic zones
· Provide soft surfaces in impact zones
· Encourage safer play habits
· Install safety padding
	2
	2
	4

	Falling from height (climbing frames, slides)
	Fractures, serious falls
	Students
	5
	5
	25
	· Install soft ground materials under high areas
· Ensure proper railings and barriers
· Inspect climbing equipment regularly
· Limit use of high-risk structures
· Train students on safe climbing
· Monitor students closely
· Place warning signs
	2
	2
	4

	Inadequate fencing/security
	Risk of unauthorized access, student safety concern
	Students, staff
	4
	4
	16
	· Secure the playground perimeter
· Lock gates during school hours
· Install surveillance cameras if needed
· Monitor entry points
· Train staff on security measures
· Conduct perimeter checks regularly
· Use signage for restricted areas
	2
	2
	4

	Stray animals or insects
	Bites, allergic reactions, infections
	Students
	3
	3
	9
	· Conduct pest control measures
· Regularly check for animal droppings
· Remove wasp nests or ant hills
· Train staff on handling animal encounters
· Educate students on safety around animals
· Use protective barriers if necessary
· Ensure medical assistance is available
	2
	2
	4

	Improper waste disposal (littering)
	Unhygienic environment, spread of diseases
	Students, staff
	3
	3
	9
	· Provide sufficient trash bins
· Educate students on proper waste disposal
· Assign cleaning duties for litter control
· Conduct regular clean-ups
· Train staff on hygiene management
· Use recycling programs
· Monitor waste disposal practices
	2
	2
	4

	Dehydration and heat exhaustion
	Fatigue, dizziness, heatstroke
	Students
	4
	4
	16
	· Provide accessible drinking stations
· Encourage water breaks
· Monitor students for dehydration symptoms
· Train staff on heat exhaustion signs
· Adjust activities based on temperature
· Provide shaded rest areas
· Ensure proper hydration awareness
	2
	2
	4

	Sharp objects on the ground
	Cuts, infections
	Students
	3
	3
	9
	· Conduct routine ground inspections
· Remove debris and dangerous objects
· Train staff and students to report hazards
· Use safety barriers if necessary
· Provide first aid kits
· Educate students on playground safety
· Encourage safe footwear
	2
	2
	4

	Poor lighting (evening activities)
	Increased risk of accidents
	Students, staff
	3
	3
	9
	· Install proper outdoor lighting
· Ensure working light fixtures
· Conduct safety inspections at night
· Restrict evening play if unsafe
· Use motion-sensor lighting
· Train staff on night safety
· Provide emergency lighting
	2
	2
	4

	Inadequate first aid availability
	Delayed response to injuries
	Students, staff
	4
	4
	16
	· Keep a well-stocked first aid kit
· Train staff in first aid and CPR
· Assign designated first aid responders
· Place first aid stations near playground
· Have emergency contacts easily available
· Ensure quick access to medical facilities
· Regularly inspect first aid supplies
	2
	2
	4


Risk Assessment Matrix: L = Likelihood, S = Severity, R = Risk Rating (L × S)
Assessment Date: 1/27/2026

